THE

EGIN reading “Fire Mountain” to-day. It is a wonderful

sea story, a mystifying mystery, a

tenderly engrossing

love story, With all those points in its favor set forth
it Is unnecessary to say that the author has written it so
charmingly that the reading of it, once the reader has taken
it up, comes to be very nearly a matter of course. The redder
just can't resist the story or the charm of its telling.

So begin the story to-day.

The first instalment alone

should be proof that the remainder of the tale will be all that

anybody can ask for.
By Norman Springer.

T Is & cruel thing fo rhut up A
young man betwssn the four

walls of an offica when that
young man ls romantlc, heart-
Bungry and twenty-thres, I¢ In enpe-

cruel when the walla are lined

dull tomes of legal lore and
m with picturea of even duller-
fooking lean! lights, as were the walls
of Joslah Smatt's office. ‘Tho window
was Martin Blake's safety-vnive. For
‘A year he had been Joslah Bmatt's re-
falner, kespar of the outer office, nlave
:'wrltu and all the musty forms of

.

It wan the view that gave him sue-
gor. The window was on the tenth
floor, and through it Martin had a
mmgnificent view—the brond wweep of
San Francisco Bay and the opening to
e Guolden Gaie. IL was s canvas
thaat never wore out, and upon it Mar.
tin painted bold day dreama,

“Mr. 8matt Is In, perhaps?”’

The softly spoken words, shatisrad
A cantle In Bpain, Martin swung sbout
4and found himpelf eying an odd flgure,

become & famliliar ono to Mar-
tin these past few weeks—a Japanene
dandy. Bilk-hatted, frock-conted and a
brown, unwrinkied face that spoke of
anywhere between thirty and asixty
years.

Martin's orders were explicit; Mr,
Bmatt would ses Dr. Ichl without de-
Iay or preliminary, whenever Dr. Ichi

the office with a viall,

8o Martin inclined his hend toward

door of Bmatt's private oftice, The
[ ese disuppeared within Ematt's
smnetum.

Martin turned to his window agnin,
But his bright day dream wau fled,
and he coud not conjure It back ngain.

What manner of client was this Dr.
Ichi? Martin had not smeen a single
serap of puper, nor had 8matt dropped
A single hint, concerning the case, It
waa mysterious!
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muscular, plainiy the Hand of an out-
doors man Where tho sleeva fell
away from the wrist Martin glimpsoed
the Llue of o tatobed HNgure. A
sailor's hand?

“"Possible 1o make offer only ba-
cause of grout pndvertising campnign
you reap advanthge free of charge
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“HIS GREAT HANDS REACHED
THERE WAS
ANNIHILATION IN HIS EYE."

TOWARD MARTIN.
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dite business.” He will respond, ‘It in
time that business was settled. DiA
the Chisf send you? Then you will
dellver the envelope to him. Now, re-
peat (n full my Iinstructions **

It seemed to Martin, as he ré-en-
tered the outer office, that the room's
wir had the Indefinable tinge of very
recent cccupancy. When he emergad
from the private ofMoce he ssemsd Lo
ba treading upon some ona's heels, so

to apeak
A sharp, windy night.

He shivered evén beneath his

overcont, but the alr tasted good and

¥

NIGHT

moan

of bright atars, bHut no

resh

Martin's spirita mounted Wan he
not seiting forth on a&an érrand of
mystary ¥ Why, something might

happen to a fellow on such a night!
No street car was
eorner and Martin withdrew to the

friendly lee of Felglebnum's saloon to

await its coming. He ahrank back
into the doorway in search of &
warmer reétreat and backed agaipst

gomestMng soft, something allve, He
ewung about with words of apology
on his tongue f{or the prior occupant
of the sheltar,

His pinrtled gnza encountered a
broad back. A man stood there in the
far corner aof the doorway, his back

{fo the streel, his head sesmingly
boawed in his arma A man of such
wge nraportiohs that Martin, but
two Inehes lesd “Han gix foet Bhimsal?,

felt Mk 1y in comparison,

me!"' rumbled a4 deep
"Ow, I'mi' 'n
‘as &' ol
1ogt 1

olce D
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'se gond

find ‘ith, oun't i
tevwn I've Iodked In
cdin® pubs, |1 and
T can't And Little Billy."

‘he words  tumbled
ludon with rleohol

“Cheer up.
than o thousand sl
nasured Murtin “You have not
tried them all. There |s one In
bullding. Hove you visited it

“In tHis buliding! ©Ow, swig
wtl Y, Jad, lot's go "dve A wetl'

In=ids the Martin s«lzed o
chanee L ke af the follow
Fin muthored an improssion of size dnd
redness.  Why, the man must stiind
lx (oot wnd a half in hisa loors! A
gan of Anak' And his hoad He witn
ol e A d faece, 4 muntache thal
hilstied, a thatch of Lpflok-red
thit protruded from beneath a blu,
peaked cup, and he explunad that he
Wik hhsun hirle Cohniset,

‘We valking  up Market
Htreet,'” e el "sobher A
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Zale of Mystery, Treasure, Love and the Jea

Bu wa stops into a place or two (o taik

It over. Swiggle me stiff, could noy-
thing ‘ave begun more |nnercent?
Just golng to buy a bolay, that's
whnt! And now"'e—
I muttered to himssilf.
tly delving Into the
eloudad renlm of memory

"It was them blighted brown
devile!" he swore suddenly. ""What
chaneas ‘s A poor “unchbeck againat
therm blasted Jnps? They pet ‘im o
‘Onolulu and, swigele mo gtiff, they
g4t 'im in ‘F ¢, It wae that biasted
rhark, Jehl! It was Ichi, says I, as
took Little Billy!

Japanede! Hunchbaelk! lechl] Mar-
tin scomed to see & light

""Sny, what doea Littls Dilly look
like® ke queried i ha Waar &
black suit and & green velvet hat?

“Yeos, ‘e a4, answercd tha bost-
ewnln *Ave you seen ‘lin?"

"'Yes, this afterncon,™ Inughed Mar
tin. You nesd not waorry shout your
Little Billy Nelthar polica nor
the Japs have captured him, Hs i3

Improving his chance to prrsus tha
avacation of book selesman

Martin recounted his mcetlng with
the purvever of universal knowledge

“But, sayv,"" finished Murtin, “wha
Is this Ioht you mentioned? Do you
know Dy, Ieh)?*

“Do 1 know Dr. Ichi?" echoed tha

hontswaln,

He glowered at Martin, The query
seemad to inflnme hiz temper.

If Martin hnd been a cautious young
Han v WOowa nave &t well enough
alone, or xeamed & hasty and
heavy But Martin's Inter.
eat wi han plgusd, Hure seern-
ed a chanoe to learn imethiing about
that r sturious Japanes

Litrl ! la down on

ont.'” ke remarked casu-

“Heo mentioned that he was

to labk up o fellow pamed

aatlor redelved the remark in

A most disconcerting manner. Ha

utiffened and stared ot Martin, mouth

agane, for nn appreciable instant, Jae
aremed breathiess.

*Corew—\Wild Hob Carew!™ he
cried.  YAnd Wi Bob Calew takes
0 "and In thia!*

This was progressing.

“You talk of Iehl, and then youm
talk of ‘arew!' he sald to
Martin "Ewigrle mo  stiff. young
man, you must be one o' them?*

Hix wreat huanda  renclied  tonward
Muortin There wns annlhilution In
hig eyve
fCopyricht, 1M22, by the Bell Byndlonts, Tho)

In to-morrow's instalment Martin
Blake is even more deoply puzzied by
strange accurrences.)
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